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Introduction
• Winter 2022: I taught a mixed (undergrad and grad) seminar on 

the history of phonetics
oThe seminar was designed and implemented within an anti-racist 

pedagogical framework (e.g. Blakeney 2005, Kishimoto 2018) 

• Goals for this talk:
oDescribe the motivation for the course, its development
oShare the legacy course page and its materials 
oDiscuss (ways of) teaching about our field’s history to promote social 

justice, EDI. 
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Motivation 1: Learn more about the history 
of phonetics
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Why learn (and 
teach) about our 
field’s history?
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A. M. Bell (1868)’s Visible Speech (p.38)

It’s fun



Why learn (and 
teach) about our 
field’s history?

How and when do 
our ideas start out?
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A. M. Bell (1868)’s Visible Speech (p.38)

Potter et al. (1947)’s Visible Speech (p.4)



Why learn (and 
teach) about our 
field’s history?
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Moral reasons, e.g.:
•Whose voices are 
suppressed, and why?
•How can we be more 
moral practitioners of 
phonetics?

Henry Sweet (1845-1912) Daniel Jones (1881-1967)



Why learn (and 
teach) about our 
field’s history?
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Moral reasons, e.g.:
•Whose voices are 
suppressed, and why?
•How can we be more 
moral practitioners of 
phonetics?

Henry Sweet (1845-1912) Daniel Jones (1881-1967)

Laura Soames (1840-1895) Sol Plaatje (1876-1932)



Motivation 2: Implement anti-racist pedagogical 
practices in teaching (about the history of 
phonetics)
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Leading up to the seminar: Summer 2020
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Leading up to the seminar: Summer 2020
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Leading up to the seminar: Summer 2020
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Fall 2021: Planning for the course
• Discussions with librarian (Tamara Rhodes):

o Curate materials, design a repository for them
o JEDI in pedagogy

• Departmental discussions:
o Curriculum Committee, Grad DEI Committee 
o Shai Nielson & Emily Clem: Ling-general anti-racist teaching materials
o Shai: how phonetics engages with deaf communities, sign languages

• Discussions with UCSD’s teaching hub (The Commons) 
o Universal Design for Learning approach > More flexibility in terms of assignments
o Entry and exit surveys for class
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Planning for the course: summary
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Course page
https://pages.ucsd.edu/~mgarellek/History/
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https://pages.ucsd.edu/~mgarellek/History/_site/


Syllabus
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• Description and Learning Outcomes

• Pedagogical Framework
oHow to engage in effective discussions:

ØShared glossary for discussing JEDI issues
ØCommunity guidelines

oDominance of English-language readings
oUCSD and outside links to anti-racism pedagogical resources
oCampus resources for dealing with post-trauma symptoms 



Tuesday
Readings

Wednesday
Class

Additional 
Readings

Readings assigned to prepare 
for class

Short essay assignment with 
prompts

“Handout”

But discussion-focused:
Not everything we covered 
appears on handout

Not everything on handout 
ended up being covered

References (not just what we 
covered in class)

Bios of authors and historical 
figures

JEDI-related topics incorporated throughout: readings chosen and the essay prompts; topics 
covered in the weekly handout; and additional “Perspectives.”

Weekly organization
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Topical coverage
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Historical topics JEDI perspectives (sample)
Overview, history prior to c. 1850 Phonetic traditions in Ancient India

Phonetic notation Notation of signed languages
Pronunciation, dialectology Dialectology and the documentation of slavery in 

US
Experimental phonetics Phonetics in Japan

The IPA Eurocentrism and inclusivity of the IPA
Acoustic phonetics Women in speech acoustics
The spectrograph Phonetics and Deaf communities
Field phonetics Colonial and missionary fieldwork

Sound change, the phoneme Chinese phonetic tradition
Conclusion, present and future of phonetics Towards a more diverse phonetics



Example: Week 6 (Acoustics)
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https://pages.ucsd.edu/~mgarellek/History/#Week_6:_Acoustics



Readings before lecture
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Lecture

20



Lecture, Perspectives
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References, biographies
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References, biographies
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Exit survey and evaluations
How do you think your social identities have influenced how you conceive of 
phonetics, the history of phonetics, and the phoneticians whose work we've 
reviewed?
• “I think my social identities have influenced me that I would pay more attention to 

the phoneticians with similar backgrounds (gender, nationality, culture, etc.) or 
history that I could relate to.”

Please provide additional feedback on the seminar:
• “I think the seminar is really interesting and I really enjoy[ed] learning all those 

different historical facts and stories. I also really enjoy[ed] listening to the people 
from different areas and backgrounds talking about how their experiences were 
related to the subject.”
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Applicability to other courses
• Better poised to discuss history of ideas, theories, across 

variety of courses and disciplines:
oPhonetics, Speech acoustics, CSD, 
oHistorical Linguistics
oSociolinguistics
oPhonology
o…

• Incorporating inclusive and anti-racist pedagogical tools in these 
and other courses
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Teaching about our history
• Courses on the history of a discipline are extremely:

o Hard to design
o Enjoyable
o Valuable

• Incorporating anti-racist and inclusive pedagogical practices in our courses requires 
intentional thought and effort, but is extremely valuable (for students and instructors alike)

• We hope the course materials help others design similar courses, and consider:
o How phonetics has changed 
o How to reckon with the exclusion of certain people, communities
o How we can promote social justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in our teaching 
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Thanks!

UCSD 
Linguistics:
Yaqian Huang (now 
UCLA)

Sharon Rose
Will Styler

The Teaching+Learning
Commons:
Paul Hadjipieris

Fellow students 
in the seminar
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Garellek, Nielson, Rhodes, 
Clem.  An inclusive course on 
the history of phonetics.

To appear in Proceedings of the 
20th ICPhS, 2023
https://pages.ucsd.edu/~mgarellek/files/Garellek_etal_2023_ICPhS.pdf

Legacy course page
https://pages.ucsd.edu/~mgarellek/History/

Comments welcome!

Paper:

https://pages.ucsd.edu/~mgarellek/files/Garellek_etal_2023_ICPhS.pdf
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